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Obama ancestor featured in THE NAKED QUAKER 
  
Historian and attorney DIANE RAPAPORT reveals tantalizing secrets about America’s past in her 
new book, The Naked Quaker: True Crimes and Controversies from the Courts of 
Colonial New England. Diane lays bare colonial justice with colorful true stories—funny, 
poignant, shocking—from 17th-century court cases. One story features a man named Jonathan 
Singletary (alias Dunham), who was the great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-grandfather 
of President Barack Obama!  

 
THE NAKED QUAKER 

True Crimes and Controversies from the Courts of Colonial New England 
by Diane Rapaport 

(Finalist, ForeWord magazine’s Book of the Year Award for History) 
 

“Here is an interesting news hook. . . .[T]he Chicago Sun-Times claimed to have found among . . .Barack Obama’s diverse forebears a 
common ancestor with George Bush. Another of Obama’s curious ancestors features in a new book, The Naked Quaker: True 
Crimes and Controversies from the Courts of Colonial New England. . . . Obama’s great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-grandfather, Jonathan Singletary, . . . also known as Jonathan Dunham, was something of a wildcat. Probably a 
freelance Quaker or Baptist minister, he showed up in 1683 court records for ‘drawing away another man’s wife. . . against her 
husband’s consent.’ With yet another woman in tow, he burned down another man’s house, killed his dog, and nearly killed his children. 
The Plymouth authorities whipped him and then banished him to New Jersey, where I suppose, then and now, this kind of conduct isn’t 
necessarily frowned upon.” 

--- Alex Beam, columnist, The Boston Globe, October 10, 2007 
 
To request a review copy of The Naked Quaker, or for more information, contact the author (Diane Rapaport, 
781-698-7884, diane@dianerapaport.com), or the publisher, Commonwealth Editions (Webster Bull, 978-921-0747, 
websterb@commonwealtheditions.com). Find press kit materials at www.nakedquaker.com. 
 
DIANE RAPAPORT is a former trial lawyer who has made a new career as a writer and speaker. Her first book, New 
England Court Records: A Research Guide for Genealogists and Historians (Quill Pen Press, 2006), won 
three Benjamin Franklin Awards in 2007 (Independent Book Publishers Association) for Best History Book, Best 
Reference Book, and finalist for Best New Voice in Nonfiction. Diane’s “Tales from the Courthouse” column for 
New England Ancestors magazine is a three-time winner of Excellence in Writing awards from the International 
Society of Family History Writers and Editors. She lives in Lexington, Massachusetts. 
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